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The ultimate guide to nature drawing and journalingA potent combination of art, science, and

boundless enthusiasm, the latest art instruction book from John Muir Laws is a how-to guide for

becoming a better artist and a more attentive naturalist. In straightforward text complemented by

step-by-step illustrations, dozens of exercises lead the hand and mind through creating accurate

reproductions of plants and animals as well as landscapes, skies, and more. Laws provides clear,

practical advice for every step of the process for artists at every level, from the basics of choosing

supplies to advanced techniques. While the book's advice will improve the skills of already

accomplished artists, the emphasis on seeing, learning, and feeling will make this book valuable

even revelatory to anyone interested in the natural world, no matter how rudimentary their artistic

abilities.Also available: The Laws Sketchbook for Nature Journaling, a blank journal constructed to

withstand excursions in the field and containing several exercises from The Laws Guide to Nature

Drawing and Journaling.
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I originally purchased this book to have easy access to the information on John Muir Laws blog and

in the videos.First impressions: This book is stunning. About the size of a phone book, it has a sewn

binding and lays flat. The graphic layout work in the book is the best I've seen, and the authors and

publishers went to great lengths to keep the book exceptionally well organized. If you have a

fondness for quality and attention to detail, this guide will set off all the happy buzzers in your brain.I

normally do "what I liked/what I didn't like" format for my reviews. For this volume, I'll simply list the



features that are unique and note the one or two things I wish had been handled differently -- there

is nothing to "not like" about this Guide.Unique Features:1. I believe the strength of John Muir Laws

blog, classes, and books lies in the fact that he is dyslexic. He is the "best science teacher I never

had" because he always finds a way to show instead of tell information. He then works in tandem

with people whose strength lies in words, and produces a home run every. single. time. This book is

no exception. Expect every principle to be explained and illustrated thoroughly for both halves of

your brain. I was particularly impressed with Emilie's ability as a writer to present a single voice

throughout the book. Having read the blog, I recognize Jack's voice, but she lends a harmony and

richness that is strikingly beautiful.2. Each section of the book stands alone. If an illustration was

needed to demonstrate "blocking in", the publisher didn't refer you to another page, they simply

added another full page illustration. As an educator (B.S.
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